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be  handled,  or  even  wounded,  without  pain  j 
that  the  whole  of  it  may  be  cut  off,  without 
injury  ; and  that,  in  cafe  of  inverfion,  attend- 
ed with  fevere  flooding,  if  the  womb  cannot 
be  returned,  the  haemorrhage  may  be  prevent- 
ed, by  tying  a ligature  round  the  neck  of  the 
uterus. 

Some  months  after  this  cafe  happened,  I 
gave  the  uterus  to  Dr  Jeffray,  of  Glafgow, 
who,  I believe,  ftill  has  it. 


A*  3 


VIII. 


374  ANNALS  OF 

VIII. 

A Jingular  variety  of  Chorea  Sancl.  ViL  confi- 
de r ably  relieved  by  the  nfe  of  the  Argentum 
Nitratum.  By  Dr  Thomas  Hall,  Phyfician , 
Eqfl  Retford , Nottinghamfhire, 

\ 

THE  following  Cafe  was  not  diawn  up 
with  a view  to  exalt  above  the  reft  of 
its  kind,  any  one  particular  article  in  the  Ma- 
teria Medica,  (though,  in  the  fequel,  I think, 
it  will  be  found,  that  the  molt  confiderable  ad- 
vantages have  been  gained  by  the  ufe  of  one 
medicine  in  particular),  but  more  on  account 
of  the  attendant  fingulanties,  in  its  mode  of 
attack  principally,  in  its  progrefs,  and  in  the 
various  phenomena  exhibited  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe. 

By  adding  my  mite  to  the  general  flock  of 
medical  information,  1 hope  I am  going  no 
farther  than  doing  a duty  \ which,  at  the 
fame  time,  while  inftru&ive  to  myfelf,  I truft, 
will  be  no  lefs  ufeful  to  the  generality  of  medi- 
cal readers. 

The 
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The  relation  of  cafes,  when  drawn  up  with 
accuracy  ; when  faithfully  and  truly  related  ; 
not  exaggerated,  with  a view  to  increafe  the 
author’s  profeffional  merit;  nor  rendered  too 
much  defective,  with  regard  to  the  lead- 
ing points,  fo  as  to  make  them  totally  un- 
interefting  ; mud  be  acknowledged  by  every 
candid  practitioner,  to  be  by  far  the  eafieft 
and  trued  way  of  arriving  at  found  medical 
knowledge  ; teaching  us,  by  the  varieties,  dif- 
ficulties, and  Angularities,  which  they  exhibit, 
how  far  we  can  have  any  hopes  whereon  to 
build  a future  practice,  in  cafes  of  a fimilar 
nature ; and  how  far  we  may  be  able  to  form 
proper  didindlions,  amidtt  the  vail;  varieties 
of  difeafe,  fo  prevalent  in  our  climates.  The 
following  cafe,  which  I have  dated  as  only  ha- 
ving been  relieved  by  the  ufe  of  the  nitrate  of 
filver,  (even  though  more  than  three  months 
have  elapfed  fince  the  lad  attack),  there  is 
great  reafon  to  fear,  from  the  permanence  of 
the  caufe,  can  never  undergo  a radical  cure. 
How,  therefore,  or  in  what  manner,  this  re- 
medy can  be  faid  to  have  been  fo  very  bene- 
ficial, I could  wifh  to  be  excufed  from  giving 
any  opinion. 
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Mrs  W , about  thirty- fix  years  of  age, 

of  a full,  fanguine,  and  very  much  inclined  to 
a melancholic  temperament,  was  fuddenly 
affeded,  in  the  year  1794,  with  convulfions  of 
a moil  lingular  nature.  They  firft  commen- 
ced with  a violent  involuntary  motion  of  the 
head,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  two  or  three 
minutes,  removed  to  the  right  arm,  and  from 
thence  to  the  right  leg ; again  returning  to 
the  right  arm,  and  concluding  in  the  head, 
which  was  generally  the  part  firft  affeded. 

Thefe  convulfions  generally  occupied  about 
half  an  hour  at  each  attack  ; returning  fome- 
times  in  the  courfe  of  a fortnight,  at  other 
times  in  about  three  weeks. 

At  this  period,  which  feems  to  have  been 
the  firft  that  any  fymptoms  of  this  long  and 
obflinate  complaint  made  their  appearance, 
fhe  was  attended  by  an  ingenious  phyfician 
of  this  town,  fince  dead ; who  prefcribed  a 
courfe  of  medicines,  which  feerned  evidently 
to  have  had  the  effed  of  removing  the  com- 
plaint for  near  half  a year ; at  which  time, 
fhe  was  ordered  to  difcontinue  all  medicines 
whatever.  No  long  time  afterwards,  how- 
ever, they  returned  w'ith  increafed  violence, 
« continuing 
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continuing  for  a much  longer  time,  and  very 
fenfibly  increafed  in  degree. 

This  increafed  violence  of  the  difeafe  was, 
foon  afterwards,  fucceeded  by  an  extenfive 
radi,  fpreading  over  various  parts  of  the  body, 
fignificantly  exprelfed  by  her  father,  “ as  if 
caufed  by  the  lafhes  of  thongs during  which 
time  (nearly  half  a year)  every  appearance 
of  her  former  complaint  feemed  to  have  va- 
nilhed.  This  fufpenfion,  however,  of  the  pri- 
mary difeafe,  was  but  tranfitory.  No  fooner 
h^d  the  eruption  difappeared,  than  the  convul- 
fions  again  returned,  to  a Hill  greater  degree  of 
violence,  occurring  at  that  time,  not  feldomer 
than  fix  or  feven  times  in  the  courfe  of  the 
week . 

In  the  fpace  of  a few  months,  fhe  was  fud- 
denly  affected  with  a fwelling  in  her  legs,  at- 
tended with  confiderable  inflammation  ; which 
alfo  had  the  effect  of  producing  a pleafant, 
though  but  temporary  relief.  This  fwelling 
having,  through  the  affiftance  of  a furgeon  in 
the  neighbournood,  greatly  fubiided  ; her 
convulfions  again  returned,  at  much  fhorter 
fhorter  intervals,  and  to  a much  greater  ex- 
tent, 


\ 


378  ANNALS  OF 

tent,  Laving  not  lefs  than  two  or  three  attacks 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 

She  remained  in  this  fituation,  a martyr  to 
the  mod  alarming  complaints,  for  a confider- 
abie  length  of  time,  until  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber 1798  ; at  which  period  fhe  became  a pa- 
tient of  mine,  when  I found  the  Hate  of  her 
difeafe  to  be  as  follows. 

Her  right  hand  and  arm  were  fuddenly 
feized  with  an  involuntary  convulfive  adion ; 
moving  principally,  though  not  altogether,  in 
the  direction  of  backwards  and  forwards,  and 
flightly  upwards  and  downwards.  After  this 
had  continued  for  about  two  or  three  mi- 
nutes, (I  here  fpeak  only  of  that  attack  which 
happened  in  my  prefence,  at  the  time  I firft 
faw  her),  the  head  was  fuddenly  affedted  in  a 
fimilar  manner ; which  could  not,  by  all  the 
refiftance  fhe  could  make  ufe  of,  be  kept  in 
any  degree  fteady.  After  this  had  remained 
its  ufual  time,  the  left  hand  and  arm  became 
convulfed,  moving  in  the  fame  direction,  and 
continuing  about  the  fame  fpace  of  time, 
as  in  the  right  hand  and  arm  The  head 
then  became  a fecond  time  aftedled ; and, 
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laftly,  the  right  hand  and  arm,  the  part  in 
which  the  convuliions  firft  commenced. 

This  mode  of  attack,  however,  was  by  no 
means  univerfal.  Sometimes  the  head  was  the 
part  firft  affected,  proceeding  from  thence  to 
the  right  arm  and  hand  ; from  thence  to  the 
right  leg ; returning  again  to  the  right 
arm  and  hand  ; and,  laftly,  to  the  head,  the 
part  firft  convulfed. 

Again,  fometimes  it  proceeded  in  the 
following  manner : From  the  right  arm 

and  hand,  the  convulfions  removed  to  the 
head  ; from  thence  to  the  left  arm  and  hand  ; 
from  thence  to  the  left  leg  ; returning  by  the 
fame  way  to  the  part  firft  affeded. 

Thefe  three  modes  of  attack  were  fuch  as 
moft  generally  took  place.  But  what  appears 
the  moft  lingular,  whatever  was  the  part  af- 
feded, and  whatever  the  diredion,  the  con- 
vulfions always  terminated  in  that  part  from 
whence  they  originated,  if  we  except  the  two 
following  deviations,  which  feem  to  be  only 
exceptions  to  the  general  progrefs  of  aggref- 
fion. 

Once  flie  was  feized  in  the  following  man- 
ner : From  the  right  arm  and  hand,  the  con- 
vulfions 
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vulfipns  moved  to  the  right  leg  ; then  return- 
ed to  the  fame  hand  and  arm ; and  removed 
from  thence  to  the  left  arm  ; from  thence  to 
the  left  leg ; and  returned  again  to  the 
left  arm  and  hand,  where  they  terminated. 
And,  at  another  time,  every  part  of  the  body, 
from  head  to  foot,  feemed  to  be  attacked  at 
the  fame  inftant. 

An  universal  obfervation,  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  her  complaint,  has  been,  that  for  a 
few  minutes  previous  to  the  acceffion  of  the  fit, 
the  part  firft  feized  (for,  as  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  it  was  not  always  the  head)  was  affed- 
ed  with  a fhooting  pain  of  no  confiderable  de- 
gree of  violence,  nor  extending  beyond  that 
part.  And  this  feemed  to  be  the  only  indica- 
tion of  the  approach  of  the  paroxyfm  ; if  we 
may  except  the  puffy  fwelling  of  a tumor, 
the  refult  of  a previous  rheumatic  aftedion, 
fituated  above  the  right  wrift.  But  this  of 
courfe  only  happened  rvhen  the  right  arm 
and  hand  became  the  part  firft  affeded. 
Immediately  upon  the  ceflation  of  the  pa- 
roxyfm, flie  complained  (as  fhe  exprefted  it) 
“ of  a forenefs  in  her  flefli,”  and  a confiderable 
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degree  of  drowfinefs,  never  terminating  in 
deep. 

This  fingular  affedtion  was  very  uncertain 
as  to  the  time  of  its  attack.  Sometimes  it 
came  on  early  in  the  morning;  fometimes  in 
the  evening ; fcarcely  ever  upon  her  awaken- 
ing from  deep,  but  generally  about  mid-day. 

Neither  a full  meal,  nor  the  eating  of  fruits, 
nor  of  fweets,  feemed  to  have  any  effedfc  in 
producing  the  fit  *.  She  has  naturally  been 
much  occupied  in  the  houfe,  but  very  feldom. 
differs  from  fatigue.  Changes  of  feafon,  even 
the  mod;  fudden  vicifiitudes  from  cold  to  heat, 
or  the  contrary,  do  not  feem  to  have  any  diare 
in  inducing  the  fit. 

Her  appetite,  in  general,  is  not  good.  Is 
rather  inclined  to  coftivenefs.  Has  been  a 
married  woman  fince  the  year  1790;  and  is 
the  mother  of  two  children. 

Previous 

* In  many,  and  perhaps  we  may  Fay  in  the  generality  of  epi- 
leptic cafes,  we  often  find  the  eating  of  confedionaries,  or  other 
fweets,  to  be  a very  powerful  exciting  caufe  of  the  fits.  Nay, 
I have  a perfon  now  before  me,  the  daughter  of  a refpcdablc 
l'urgeon  in  this  (fcighbouthood,  who  has  been,  for  a long  time, 
troubled  with  this  complaint,  and  in  whom  the  acceflion  of  the 
fit  can  frequently  not  be  imputed  to  any  other  caufe  than  eat- 
ing fweets. 
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|j  Before  her  marriage,  fire  was  of  a rather 
delicate  conftitution,  and  generally  irregular 
as  to  her  menflrual  dilcharge.  Catamenia  oc- 
cur, molt  commonly,  about  every  third  week. 
Her  pulfe  is  perfectly  natural,  from  65  to  70 
in  a minute. 

Previous  to  my  making  any  inquiries  with 
regard  to  the  caufes  or  origin  of  this  Angular 
affection,  1 had  recourfe,  in  my  own  mind,  to 
all  thofe  which  are  molt  commonly  fet  down, 
as  producing  fuch  complaints.  Sometimes  we 
difcover  worms  to  be  the  origin  of  fuch  dif- 
eafes.  Oftentimes  a deficiency,  or  total  ob- 
ftruction  of  the  menfes,  is  productive  of  the 
complaint ; and,  almoft  uni\erfally,  obftinate 
coftivenefs,  a diftended  ftomach,  and  loaded 
bowels,  appear  to  be  ftrong  difpofmg  caufes  to 
fuch  a diforder. 

None  of  thefe,  however,  applied  to  the  pre- 
fent  cafe.  In  the  courfe  of  a few  days  after- 
wards, I was  willing  to  hope  I had  difcovered 
one,  which  might  account  for  all  the  melan- 
choly appearances  attendant  upon  fo  dreadful 
a difeafe  ; and  which,  fo  far  as  I can  learn, 
had  not  before  been  fufpedted. 

The  origin  of  this  complaint  is  dated  from 
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iome  few  months  after  her  marriage,  at  which 
time  flie  began  to  experience  the  word  ufage 
from  her  cruel  hufband ; who,  in  the  over- 
bountiful  didribution  of  his  blows,  by  the 
droke  of  a poker,  produced  a confiderable  de- 
preflion  in  the  back-part  of  the  cranium,  evi- 
dent to  the  eye,  as  well  as  the  touch. 

This  I conjecture  to  be  the  original  caufe  of 
the  complaint ; firft,  becaufe,  before  this  pe- 
riod, lire  never  had  experienced  the  lead  fyrnp- 
tom  of  the  complaint ; and  sdly,  as  we  are 
well  aware  that  fuch  caufes  are  capable  of 
producing  fuch  edects.  If  we,  therefore,  con  - 
frder  the  length  of  time,  the  habitual  return  of 
the  paroxyfms,  and  the  permanence  of  the 
caufe,  there  is  but  too  great  reafon  to  fear 
that  the  difeafe  will  remain  incurable  to  the 
lad.  But,  how  we  are  to  account  for  the  fin- 
gular  relief,  and  that  fo  fuddenly  too,  produ- 
ced by  a medicine,  the  knowledge  of  whole 
effeds  is  but  yet  in  its  infancy ; and,  at  the 
fame  time  conlidering,  that  the  caufe  is  dill 
remaining  equal  at  all  times,  mod  probably,  in 
its  predure  upon  the  brain,  feems  to  me  a 
matter  of  great  doubt,  and  perhaps  totally  in- 
explicable. 


On 
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On  the  28th  of  November,  the  time  I fir  ft 
faw  her,  the  convulfions  occurred  three  or 
four  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  ; and  much 
more  violent  in  degree  than  ufual.  My  firft 
endeavours  to  fubdue  this  difeafe  were  direct- 
ed by  the  bed  information  I could  collect  from 
fuch  as  had  treated  fully  upon  the  fubject.  I 
found  that  the  medicines  fhe  had  already  ta- 
ken, were  fuch  as  come  under  the  name  of 
nervous  medicines  ; and,  on  account  of  the  ir- 
regularity with  which  this  courfe  had  been 
purfued,  I was  determined  to  follow  up  the 
plan  .0  the  utmoft  extent. 

I therefore  began,  by  prefcribing  a mix- 
ture, compofed  of  valerian,  fulphuric  ether, 
and  tindture  of  caltor  ; which,  after  the  perfe- 
verance  of  about  two  months,  feetned  to  have 
confiderable  effect. 

For  fome  reafon  or  other,  I ordered  the  tinc- 
ture of  afafcetida  in  place  of  the  caftor  ; and 
the  convulfions,  inllead  of  recurring  three  or 
four  times  a-day,  returned  not  oftener  than 
once  or  twice  in  the  courfe  of  a fortnight; 
Some  few  months  afterwards,  however,  they 
began  again  to  return  more  frequently ; but, 
on  account  of  the  diftance,  I could  not  obferve 

I 


MEDICINE,  1799.  385 

the  progrefs  of  the  complaint  fo  narrowly  as  I 
could  have  wiffied. 

On  this  fecond  return,  (May  13th),  I order- 
ed all  her  former  medicines  to  be  difconti- 
nued,  and  prefcribed  her  pills,  compofed  of 
argentum  nitratum,  with  crumbs  of  bread ; 
beginning  with  one  fixth  of  a grain,  and  gra- 
dually increafing  it  to  two  grains,  in  the  courfe 
of  a day. 

After  having  taken  fome  few  of  the  fecond 
box  of  pills,  containing  a quarter  grain  in  each 
pill,  fhe  complained  of  a difagreeable  (luffing 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  noftrils,  which, conti- 
nued about  three  days ; when  fhe  difcharged 

• 

from  thence,  (to  ufe  her  father’s  own  words), 
“ a confiderable  quantity  of  matter,  refem- 
bling,  to  all  appearance,  brain,  mixed  with 
clots  of  blood.” 

I was  very  anxious  to  have  feen  and  exa- 
mined this  matter ; but,  on  account  of  other 
engagements,  I could  not  make  it  convenient 
to  fee  her  at  that  time. 

On  Monday,  June  3d,  (lie  was  feized  with  a 
fwimming  in  the  head,  at  two  different  times ; 
which,  for  a fhort  time,  abfolutely  deprived 
Vol.  IV.  B b her 


ANNALS  OF 


386 

her  of  fight,  but  Ihe  has  had  nothing  of  the 
kind  fince. 

On  the  1 8th  July,  I received  a letter  from 
Mrs  W.’s  father,  in  which  he  mentions  her  ha- 
ving “ complained  much  of  being  feized  with  a 
load,  pain,  and  ficknefs  at  the  ftomach,  about 
the  third  hour  after  having  taken  the  pills; 
which  continue  upon  her  until  the  time  (he 
takes  them  again.”  She  has,  however,  had  no 
return  of  the  fits  ; and  as  I conjedtured  that 
thofe  effedts  complained  of  might  be  produced 
by  too  large  a dofe  of  argentum  nitratum,  I 
ordered  that  fire  fiiould  diminifli  the  dofe,  and 
take  the  pills,  with  only  one  and  a quarter 
grain  in  each.  Since  then,  I have  heard  of  no 
return. 

In  many  cafes,  (and  I think  we  may  fay, 
in  this  kind  of  cafe  in  particular),  a proper  plan 
of  diet  is  oftentimes  much  more  produdtive  ot 
benefit  than  all  the  medicines  the  Materia 
Medica  affords ; but  the  great  misfortune  is, 
our  patients,  after  a firidt  and  Heady  perfeve- 
rance  in  the  plan  diredted,  for  a few  weeks, 
are  but  too  apt  to  fall  again  into  their  former 
habits,  and  fuffer  from  their  own  negledt.  A 
patient  generally  confiders  diet  as  of  no  more 
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effedt  than  merely  fupporting  ftrength,  and  has 
but  very  little  notion  that  it  can  be  made 
fubfervient  to  the  cure  of  difeafe.  When, 
however,  we  have  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
with  patients  fo  tradlable  in  this  refpedt,  that 
they  are  anxious  to  obey  the  rules  laid  down  to 
them,  through  fear  of  counteracting  their  pre- 
feriber’s  intentions  by  their  own  negledt ; we 
then  have  a more  effedtual  opportunity  of  gi- 
ving  a fufficient  trial  to  our  medicines,  and 
with  much  greater  hopes  of  fuccefs. 

With  regard  to  this  part  of  the  treatment,  I 
have  not  had  the  lead  occafion  to  doubt,  but 
that  every  thing  was  conducted  according  to 
prefeription. 

I particularly  defired,  that  all  kinds  of  food 
which  had  a tendency  either  to  create  flatu- 
lence, or  produce  a plethoric  difpofition  in  the 
fyftem,  fhould  be  carefully  guarded  againft  : 
That  fuppers  fhould,  if  poflible,  be  totally 
avoided;  and  at  dinner,  not  only  that  fhe 
fhould  choofe  that  kind  of  food  mod  eafy  of 
digeftion,  but  that  fhe  fhould  eat  even  that 
with  moderation. 

I hope  I may  be  excufed  for  trefpaffing  fo 
long  on  your  patience.  But  I could  here  wifh 
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to  introduce  an  obfervation  of  Dr  Fothergill ' 
which  may  be  found  in  a paper  of  his,  com- 
municated to  the  Medical  Society  of  London, 
in  the  year  1776,  [“  Remarks  on  the  cure  of 
Epilepfy.”] ; and  which  idea  had  ftruck  me 
long  previous  to  my  having  feen  this  paper. 
In  fpeaking  of  valerian,  caftor,  foetid  gums, 
and  empyreumatic  oils,  and  a little  after- 
wards of  the  flores  cardaminis,  as  remedies 
made  ufe  of  in  cafes  of  epilepfy,  he  properly 
afks  the  queftion,  “ May  not  both  thefe  kinds 
of  medicines,  and  molt  of  thofe  made  ufe  of  as 
fpecifics,  from  ancient  authority,  now  and  then 
confirmed  with  inftances  of  benefit,  derive  the 
greateft  part  of  their  confequence  from  their 
quantity,  or  their  difguftful  qualities ; which, 
by  lelfening  the  appetite,  allow  Nature  to  re- 
cover herfelfi  and  fhake  off'  a difeafe  which  in- 
dulgence principally  produced  ?” 
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